We deeply appreciate the great contributions of many physicians in the registry of esophageal cancer cases. The Comprehensive Registry of Esophageal Cancer in Japan, 2008, was published here, despite some delay. The registry complies with the Act for the Protection of Personal Information. The encryption with a HASH function is used for ''anonymity in an unlinkable fashion''.
esophagectomy, 17.9 % of the cases were treated thoracoscopically. The operative mortality (within 30 days after surgery) was 0.98 % and the hospital mortality was 1.43 %.
We hope that this Comprehensive Registry of Esophageal Cancer in Japan for 2008 will help to improve all aspects of the diagnosis and treatment of esophageal cancer in Japan.
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